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potential views of the transmission lines would be limited and would blend with existing views
of development and infrastructure along Montauk Highway. Therefore, the Montauk Highway
Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts to the Water Mill at Water Mill.

Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill). The Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill) is
located on the village green in Water Mill, and is adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative
transmission line. The transmission lines would be fully visible from this location. However, the
appearance of these poles would not be substantially different from the existing poles that
currently line Montauk Highway directly in front of the windmill. Therefore, the proposed
transmission line would not significantly alter the existing character of the area surrounding the
windmill and would not result in any significant adverse visual impact to the Windmill at Water
Mill.

The Bridgehampton Historical Society (the Corwith House). The Corwith House is located at
2368 Montauk Highway, adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative. The transmission lines
would be visible from this location. However, the appearance of these poles would not be
substantially different from the existing poles that currently line Montauk Highway directly in
front of the Corwith House. Figure 17-58 shows how a similar view from the Captain Nathanial
Rodgers House is not significantly affected by the new transmission lines. Therefore, the
proposed transmission line would not significantly alter the existing character of the area
surrounding the historic home and would not result in any significant adverse visual impact to
the Corwith House.

Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church. The Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church is located at
2429 Montauk Highway, adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative. Similar to the Corwith
House, the transmission lines would be visible from this location. However, the appearance of
these poles would not be substantially different from the existing poles that currently line
Montauk Highway directly in front of the church. Figure 17-57 demonstrates that views from the
Presbyterian Church are limited due to existing vegetation along Montauk Highway. Figure
17-58 shows how a similar view from the Captain Nathanial Rodgers House is not significantly
affected by the new transmission lines due to the fact that the new transmission line would only
add to existing distribution lines that already exist. Therefore, the proposed transmission line
would not significantly alter the existing character of the area surrounding the church and would
not result in any significant adverse visual impact to the Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church.

Beebe Windmill. Beebe Windmill is located on Ocean Road and Hildreth Ave in the
Bridgehampton hamlet center. The mill is approximately 0.2 miles south of the Montauk
Highway Alternative. Although this route would run relatively close to the windmill, any views
from this location would be very limited. Existing buildings and vegetation within the hamlet
center would obstruct most views of the proposed transmission lines. Any potential views would
be indiscernible to the casual viewer. Therefore the Montauk Highway Alternative would not
result in any significant adverse impacts on visual resources from Beebe Windmill.

The Captain Nathaniel Rogers House (a.k.a. the Hampton House; a.k.a. the Hopping House).
Captain Nathaniel Rogers House is located at 2539 Montauk Highway, adjacent to the Montauk
Highway Alternative. Similar to other historic properties along Montauk Highway, the
transmission lines would be visible from this location as shown in Photosimulation P on Figure
17-58. However, the appearance of these poles would not be substantially different from the
existing poles that currently line Montauk Highway directly in front of Captain Nathaniel Rogers
House. Therefore, the proposed transmission line would not significantly alter the existing
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character of the area surrounding the house and would not result in any significant adverse visual
impact to Captain Nathaniel Rogers House.

Bond Act Properties purchased under Exceptional Scenic Beauty or Open Space Category

Eastern GEIS/Great Swamp. The Eastern GEIS/Great Swamp area lies between Bridgehampton
Sag Harbor Turnpike and Scuttle Hole and Brick Kiln Roads. This resource is located 0.2 miles
west of the Montauk Highway Alternative. The transmission line may be visible from portions
of this resource. However the resource is heavily vegetated and several existing residences
separate it from the Montauk Highway Alternative; therefore most views of Montauk Highway
Alternative would be obstructed. The Montauk Highway Alternative would not significantly
alter the character of this area, and would not result in a significant adverse impact on this
location.

Long Pond Greenbelt. The Long Pond Greenbelt consists of a north-south corridor of
interconnected ponds, streams, wetlands, and woodlands stretching from Sag Harbor to
Sagaponack to the Atlantic Ocean. A portion of the greenbelt is adjacent to the Bridgehampton
Substation and Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike section of the Montauk Highway
Alternative. Photosimulation | on Figure 17-42 shows the view from Bridgehampton Sag Harbor
Turnpike immediately along the Direct Route Alternative, which follows the same course as the
Montauk Highway Alternative in this section. As shown in the photosimulation, the Montauk
Highway Alternative would increase the height of existing poles in this location by
approximately 13 feet and would add three new conductors. Upper portions of the
Bridgehampton Substation and transmission lines along the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor
Turnpike may be visible from portions of the Long Pond Greenbelt. However, existing
vegetation and topography would obstruct most views of the Montauk Highway Alternative
from the Long Pond Greenbelt. In addition, any views of the Montauk Highway Alternative
would be of short duration and would be similar to existing views from the area. Since the
proposed transmission line would only replace existing utility poles with incrementally higher
poles, it would not significantly alter the character of this area, and would not result in a
significant adverse impact on the Long Pond Greenbelt.

Paumanok Path. Paumanok Path is a regional trail that will extend 125 miles from Rocky Point
to Montauk Point. A 30-mile trail section between Red Creek Park and Sagaponack remains to
be completed; however, portions of the trail are already in place in eastern Southampton,
including Big Woods Preserve to North Sea Road, Laurel Valley County Park, and Brick Kiln
Road to Widow Gavits Road. Portions of the trail are located 0.25 miles from the northeast
portion of the Montauk Highway Alternative. However, existing development, topography, and
vegetation would obstruct most views of the Montauk Highway Alternative from this trail. Any
views of the Montauk Highway Alternative that may be possible in areas of less dense
vegetation would be limited and brief, and would not result in any significant adverse visual
impacts.

Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail. Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail is a linear north-south trail project
that will connect Morton NWR, Laurel Valley County Park, Camps Pond, Atlantic Golf Club’s
trail easement, Long Pond (Bridgehampton), and Kellis Pond. The trail will intersect and follow
Paumanok Path in Laurel Valley County Park. The Morton to Kellis Pond Trail would intersect
the Montauk Highway Alternative as it crossed Montauk Highway from the Little Long Pond to
Kellis Pond. The Montauk Highway Alternative transmission lines would be visible to trail users
as they crossed the street. The transmission lines would be similar to the existing utility lines that
run along Montauk Highway and would not detract from the enjoyment of the trail. The new
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transmission lines would run along the route of the existing utility lines and would be attached to
utility poles that are approximately 13 feet higher than existing poles. Therefore, the Montauk
Highway Alternative would not significantly alter the visual character of this area and would not
have a visual impact on the Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail.

Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail. Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail is a linear north-south trail that
will link Trout Pond, “Golf At The Bridge’s” natural open space areas, and the overlook at the
south end of Brick Hill. The trail will intersect and follow Paumanok Path in “Golf At The
Bridge’s” natural open space. The Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail is located more than 2.5 miles
northwest of the Bridgehampton Substation and Montauk Highway Alternative. Due to the
distance, vegetation, and topography, it is unlikely that the Montauk Highway Alternative would
be visible from any portion of the trail. Any potential visibility from the overlook would be very
limited and would blend with existing development and character of the land. Therefore, the
Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts on the visual
resources of the Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail.

Brick Kiln Woods. Brick Kiln Woods, which is also known as Great Swamp, will include an
interior loop (with Paumanok Path comprising one side of the loop) and spur trails from Brick
Kiln Road, Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, and Scuttle Hole Road. A large loop is
planned between Brick Kiln Woods and Brick Hill, with another spur trail to Brick Kiln Road.
The Bridgehampton Substation and the northeast portion of the Montauk Highway Alternative
are located on the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike which is adjacent to the Brick Kiln
Woods trail system. Although the Montauk Highway Alternative would be visible from the trail
heads along the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, it would not alter the existing character of
these roads or trail heads as existing utility lines are already present in this area. In addition,
from the trails, views of the Montauk Highway Alternative would be limited and as they would
be obstructed by the heavy vegetation. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not
result in any significant adverse visual impacts on the Brick Kiln Woods.

Bay-to-Ocean Trail. The Bay-to-Ocean Trail is a north-south linear corridor that will extend
from Sag Harbor to Sagaponack. The trail will link Mashashimuit Park, the Long Pond
Greenbelt, Poxabogue County Park, Sagaponack farmland, and Atlantic Ocean beaches. The
trail will intersect and follow Paumanok Path in the Long Pond Greenbelt. Portions of the trail
would come within 0.1 miles of the Montauk Highway Alternative. From the Long Pond
Greenbelt section, the upper portions of the Bridgehampton Substation and transmission lines
along the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike may be visible. Despite certain areas of potential
visibility, existing vegetation and topography would obstruct most views of the Montauk
Highway Alternative from the Bay to Ocean Trail. The views of the proposed transmission line
along Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike are shown in Photosimulation | on Figure 17-42.
These views represent a “worst-case scenario” from the Bay-to-Ocean Trail since the trail is
actually deeper into dense vegetation in the area. In addition, any views of the Montauk
Highway Alternative would be of short duration and would be similar to existing views along
that route. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant
adverse visual impacts on the Bay to Ocean Trail.

Scenic Roads Identified in the Town of Southampton Comprehensive Plan

As described in Chapter 6, “Visual Resources,” the 1999 Comprehensive Plan Update includes a
map showing scenic roads in the Town of Southampton. The following scenic roads would be
visible from the Montauk Highway Alternative:
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Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road. The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect the northern
terminus of Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road in the Bridgehampton Hamlet. Pedestrians and
motorists traveling north along Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road would have views of the proposed
transmission lines as they reached Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission lines would
follow Montauk Highway through the hamlet and then north onto the Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike (a continuation of Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road). They would be similar in
character to existing distribution lines along Montauk Highway, and would not alter the
character of the street or view. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in
a significant adverse visual impact on Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road.

Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike from north of Scuttle Hole Road north beyond the edge of
the study area. The Montauk Highway Alternative would run from Scuttle Hole Road to the
Bridgehampton Substation along this section of the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike. This
alternative would replace existing 35-foot wooden poles with 48-foot wooden poles similar in
appearance. Photosimulation | on Figure 17-42 shows the view from Bridgehampton Sag Harbor
Turnpike along the Direct Route Alternative (which is the same as the Montauk Highway
Alternative in this section). As shown in the photosimulation, the Montauk Highway Alternative
would increase the height of existing poles in this location by 13 feet and would add three new
conductors. This change would not significantly affect the existing character of the roadway.
Therefore, the visual quality of the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike would not be
noticeably altered and the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant
adverse visual impacts.

Church Lane. The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect the northern terminus of
Church Lane in the Bridgehampton Hamlet. Pedestrians and motorists traveling north along
Church Lane would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they reached Montauk
Highway. The proposed transmission lines would follow Montauk Highway through the hamlet.
They would be similar in character to existing distribution lines along Montauk Highway, and
would not alter the character of the street or view. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative
would not result in a significant adverse visual impact on Church Lane.

Cobb Road from Old Country Road to Flying Point Road. The Montauk Highway Alternative
would cross Cobb Road at its intersection with Montauk Highway. Pedestrians and motorists
traveling along Cobb Road would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they crossed
the existing Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission lines would follow Montauk
Highway and would not obstruct any views of historic or scenic natural resources from this
location. In addition, the proposed transmission lines would be similar to existing distribution
lines in the vicinity of Cobb Road, and would not alter the character of the street or views.
Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a significant adverse visual
impact on Cobb Road.

Davids Lane. The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect the northern terminus of
Davids Lane. Pedestrians and motorists traveling northwest along Davids Lane would have
views of the proposed transmission lines as they reached Montauk Highway. The proposed
transmission lines would be similar in character to existing distribution lines along Montauk
Highway and Davids Lane, and would not alter the character of either street, nor would it
obstruct views of any historic or scenic natural resources from this location. Therefore, the
Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a significant adverse visual impact on Davids
Lane.
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Halsey Lane (in Water Mill hamlet). The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect Halsey
Lane in the Water Mill Hamlet. Pedestrians and motorists traveling west along Halsey Lane
would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they entered the hamlet. The proposed
transmission lines would follow Montauk Highway through the hamlet. They would be similar
in character to existing distribution lines in the vicinity of Halsey Lane, and would not alter the
nature of the street. In addition, the transmission lines would not obstruct any views of Corwith
Windmill from Halsey Lane. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a
significant adverse visual impact on Halsey Lane.

Halsey Lane (in Bridgehampton hamlet). The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect the
northern terminus of Halsey Lane in the Bridgehampton Hamlet. Pedestrians and motorists
traveling north along Halsey Lane would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they
reached Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission lines would follow Montauk Highway
through the hamlet. They would be similar in character to existing distribution lines along
Montauk Highway, and would not alter the character of the street or view. Therefore, the
Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a significant adverse visual impact on Halsey
Lane.

Hayground Road between Mecox Road and Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would intersect this section of Hayground Road. Pedestrians and motorists
traveling along Hayground Road would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they
crossed they reached Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission lines would follow the
existing Montauk Highway and would not obstruct any views of historic or scenic natural
resources from this location. In addition, the proposed transmission lines would be similar to
existing distribution lines along Hayground Road and Montauk Highway, and would not alter
the character of either street. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a
significant adverse visual impact on Hayground Road.

Hayground Road between Windmill Lane and Scuttle Hole Road. The Montauk Highway
Alternative may be visible in the distance from this section of Hayground Road. Pedestrians and
motorists traveling south along Hayground Road would have limited views of the proposed
transmission lines crossing Hayground Road at Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission
lines would follow Montauk Highway and would not obstruct any views of historic or scenic
natural resources from this location. In addition, the proposed transmission lines would be
similar to existing distribution lines along Hayground Road and Montauk Highway, and would
not alter the character of either street. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not
result in a significant adverse visual impact on Hayground Road.

Hildreth Lane. The Montauk Highway Alternative would intersect the northern terminus of
Hildreth Lane in Bridgehampton. Pedestrians and motorists traveling northwest along Hildreth
Lane would have views of the proposed transmission lines as they reached Montauk Highway.
The proposed transmission lines would follow Montauk Highway through the hamlet. They
would be similar in character to existing distribution lines along Montauk Highway, and would
not alter the character of the street or view. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would
not result in a significant adverse visual impact on Hildreth Lane.

Mecox Road. The northern terminus of Mecox Road would intersect the Montauk Highway
Alternative. Pedestrians and motorists traveling north along Mecox Road would have views of
the proposed transmission lines as they reached Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission
lines would be similar in character to existing distribution lines along Montauk Highway, and
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would not alter the character of Mecox Road, nor would it obstruct views of any historic or
scenic natural resources from this location. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would
not result in a significant adverse visual impact on Mecox Road.

Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 from Hildreth Lane to west of Poxabogue Lane. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would run along this section of Montauk Highway. This alternative would
replace existing 35-foot wooden poles with 48-foot wooden poles similar in appearance. The
Montauk Highway Alternative would increase the height of existing poles in this location by 13
feet and would add three new conductors. This change would not significantly affect the existing
character of the roadway. Therefore, the visual quality of the Montauk Highway would not be
noticeably altered and the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant
adverse visual impacts.

Old Mill Road from south of Mill Pond to Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would intersect Old Mill Road in the Water Mill Hamlet. Pedestrians and
motorists traveling east along Old Mill Road would have views of the proposed transmission
lines as they entered the hamlet. The proposed transmission lines would follow Montauk
Highway through the hamlet. As shown in Photosimulation J on Figure 17-52 (view from a
location west of Old Mill Road), they would be similar in character to existing distribution lines
along Old Mill Road, and would not alter the nature of the street. Photosimulation K on Figure
17-53 shows how views from Old Mill Road itself would be limited due to vegetation in the
area. In addition, the transmission lines would not obstruct any views of Mill Pond or the Water
Mill from Old Mill Road. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a
significant adverse visual impact on Old Mill Road.

Scuttle Hole Road from Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 to Narrow Lane South. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would intersect the southern terminus of Scuttle Hole Road. Pedestrians
and motorists traveling south along Scuttle Hole Road would have views of the proposed
transmission lines as they reached Montauk Highway. The proposed transmission lines would be
similar in character to existing distribution lines along Montauk Highway, and would not alter
the character of Scuttle Hole Road, nor would it obstruct views of any historic or scenic natural
resources from this location. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a
significant adverse visual impact on Scuttle Hole Road.

Public Parks

Agawam Park, Village of Southampton. Agawam Park is located on the northern shore of
Agawam Lake, approximately 0.2 miles south of the Montauk Highway Alternative. The
existing buildings and curvature of the road would obstruct most views of the proposed
transmission line from this park. Any potential views of the transmission lines would be limited
and brief, and would not detract from the public’s enjoyment of the park or interfere with the
character of the neighborhood. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in
any adverse visual impacts to this park.

Berwind Memorial Green. Berwind Memorial Green is the site of historic Beebe Windmill,
located on Ocean Road and Hildreth Ave in the Bridgehampton hamlet center. The green is
located approximately 0.2 miles south of the Montauk Highway Alternative. Although this route
would run relatively close to the green, any views from this location would be very limited.
Existing buildings and vegetation within the hamlet center would obstruct most views of the
proposed transmission lines. Any potential views would be indiscernible to the casual viewer.
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Therefore the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts
on visual resources from Berwind Memorial Green.

Bridgehampton Militia Green. This Town-owned triangular commons is located at the
intersection of Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 and Ocean Road in Bridgehampton hamlet
center. The park is adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative. The transmission lines would
be fully visible from this location. However, the appearance of these poles would not be
substantially different from the existing poles that currently line Montauk Highway directly in
front of the green. Therefore, the proposed transmission line would not significantly alter the
existing character of the area surrounding the green and would not result in any significant
adverse visual impact to the Bridgehampton Militia Green.

David Whites Park. This Village of Southampton park is located on David Whites Lane at the
end of Pulaski Street. The Montauk Highway Alternative would be located approximately 0.25
miles from David Whites Park. While visibility of the proposed transmission lines may be
possible from this park, that visibility would not be significant due to the distance and screening
by existing vegetation and buildings. In most portions of the park existing homes along David
Whites Lane would entirely block views of the proposed transmission line.

Flying Point Park (Downs Family). Flying Point Park, a Village of Southampton park, is
located on Flying Point Road, 0.2 miles south of Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. The park is
separated from the Montauk Highway Alternative by existing residential and commercial
development; therefore views of the proposed transmission lines are unlikely. Any potential
views of the transmission lines would be very limited and indistinguishable from the
surrounding development. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not have a
significant adverse impact on this location.

Lola Prentice Park. Lola Prentice Park, a Village of Southampton park, is located on Windmill
Lane north of Jobs Lane. The park is approximately 0.2 miles south of the Montauk Highway
Alternative. The existing buildings and curvature of the road would obstruct most views of the
proposed transmission line from this park. Any potential views of the transmission lines would
be limited and brief, and would not detract from the public’s enjoyment of the park or interfere
with the character of the neighborhood. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not
result in any adverse visual impacts to this park.

Long Pond Greenbelt. Stretching between Sag Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean is an area
designated as the Long Pond Greenbelt which was established by the Nature Conservancy. The
greenbelt incorporates a network of ponds including Long Pond, Little Long Pond, and Crooked
Pond. The greenbelt is bounded to the west by Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, along
which the Montauk Highway Alternative transmission line would run. Upper portions of the
Bridgehampton Substation and transmission lines along the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor
Turnpike may be visible from portions of the Long Pond Greenbelt. The Montauk Highway
Alternative would increase the height of existing poles in this location by approximately 13 feet
and would add three new conductors. This change does not significantly affect the existing
character of the roadway. Therefore, the visual quality of this roadway would not be noticeably
altered and the Montauk Highway Alternative would result in no significant adverse visual
impacts. Further east of the roadway, the greenbelt is heavily forested. This would screen views
of the Montauk Highway Alternative. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not
result in any significant adverse visual impacts on the Long Pond Greenbelt.
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Mecox Bay Preserve. Mecox Bay Preserve is owned by the Nature Conservancy and located
along Dune Road between Mecox Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, in Bridgehampton. The preserve
is approximately 2 miles southeast of the Montauk Highway Alternative across Mecox Bay. The
open water and long views from Mecox Bay may afford some limited views of the Montauk
Highway Alternative where Montauk Highway crosses between Mill Pond and the bay.
However, due to the distance, the proposed transmission line indiscernible from adjacent
development and vegetation. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in a
significant adverse visual impact from this location.

Water Mill Hamlet Center Green. The Water Mill Village Green is a triangular open space
maintained by the Water Mill Village Improvement Association. The property is bounded by
Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27, Halsey Lane, and Proprietors Lane. The green is adjacent to
the Montauk Highway Alternative transmission line. The transmission lines would be fully
visible from this location. However, the appearance of these poles would not be substantially
different from the existing poles that currently line Montauk Highway directly in front of the
windmill. Therefore, the proposed transmission line would not significantly alter the existing
character of the area surrounding the windmill and would not result in any significant adverse
visual impact to the Water Mill Village Green.

Windward Way Park. Windward Way Park is located south of Windward Way in the Village of
Southampton. The park is located 0.3 miles west of the Southampton Substation along the LIRR
tracks. It currently has full views of the tracks and partial views of the substation. Although the
substation portion of the Montauk Highway Alternative would be partially visible from this
location, the proposed transmission lines would not extend as far west as the park. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would not significantly alter the character of the existing views of train
tracks and transmission lines. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in
any significant adverse visual impacts to Windward Way Park.

Other Locally Significant Resources

Railroad Corridor. The Long Island Rail Road Corridor runs east-west through the study area.
There are also two train stations in downtown Southampton and Bridgehampton. The Montauk
Highway Alternative would be briefly visible to train passengers as it crossed the railroad tracks
once in downtown Southampton and then again in Bridgehampton. Views of transmission lines
from these locations would be so brief, that they would not interrupt views of any scenic vistas
or historic resources. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative is not expected to adversely
affect views from the Long Island Rail Road.

Mill Pond. Mill Pond is located near Water Mill. The Montauk Highway Alternative would
traverse a small inlet in the southern portion of the pond that separates the pond from Mecox
Bay. Due to the curvature of the inlet, and existing vegetation and residential development
surrounding the pond, views of the transmission lines would be obstructed. Any potential views
of the transmission lines would be limited as they would blend with the surrounding tree cover.
Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not result in any significant adverse visual
impacts.

Conclusion

Of the 106 visual resources listed in Table 17-16, the proposed poles associated with the
Montauk Highway Alternative would be visible or potentially visible from 39 resources. At
those locations where the Montauk Highway Alternative would be visible or potentially visible,
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this alternative would not result in any significant adverse visual impacts. Similar to the Direct
Route Alternative, with the Montauk Highway Alternative, residents and visitors to the area
would not experience a significant change in the visual character of the area.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SENSTIVITY

As described in Chapter 7, “Archaeological Resources,” the Institute for ILIA has conducted a
Stage 1A archaeological survey for the Montauk Highway Alternative. The Montauk Highway
Alternative, similar to the Direct Route Alternative, was found by the Stage 1A survey to
possess moderate sensitivity for prehistoric and historic-period archaeological resources.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Based on the results of the Stage 1A survey, if the Montauk Highway Alternative were to be
selected, a Phase 1B Archaeological Survey (i.e., subsurface testing) would be necessary in
advance of construction to determine if archaeological resources are present in the study area. If
any such resources are identified, additional testing may be necessary to determine if they meet
the eligibility requirements for listing on the S/NR. Adverse effects, which generally occur
where eligible resources are located in areas that will be affected by project actions, such as
excavation, construction, or the storage of heavy machinery or supplies, would be mitigated
either through avoidance, project redesign, or completion of a data recovery designed in
consultation with the OPRHP.

Consequently, the Montauk Highway Alternative, similar to the Direct Route Alternative, would
not result in significant adverse impacts in terms of archaeological resources.

HISTORIC RESOURCES

PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED HISTORIC RESOURCES

Eight known historic resources are located in the study area for this alternative, including two
historic districts and six individual historic resources. They are:

e North Main Street Historic District (S/NR-Listed; Village of Southampton-designated)
(described in Chapter 8 “Historic Resources” and shown in Appendix D, as Resource
NMHD on Figure D-1a).

e Southampton Village Historic District & Expansion (S/NR-Listed; Village of
Southampton-designated excluding Expansion) (described in Chapter 8 “Historic Resources”
and shown in Appendix D, as Resource NMHD on Figure D-1a).

e The Water Mill at 41 Old Mill Road (S/NR-Listed; Town of Southampton-designated)
(described above under LIRR Route Alternative) (see Appendix D: Table D-1; Figure D-1b,
Resource 1; and Figure D-32, Photo 3).

e The Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill) (S/NR-Listed) (described above under
LIRR Route Alternative) (see Appendix D: Table D-1; Figure D-1b, Resource 2; and Figure
D-39, Photo 28).
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e The Bridgehampton Historical Society (the Corwith House) (S/NR-Eligible), is located at
2368 Montauk Highway in the village of Bridgehampton (see Appendix D: Table D-1;
Figure D-1c, Resource 3; and Figure D-47, Photo 14). Built ca. 1840 for William Corwith
(1791-1882) is a five-bay side-gable Greek Revival-style house, with brick end chimneys;
clad in wood shingles.

o The Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church (S/NR-Eligible), at 2429 Montauk Highway in
the village of Bridgehampton, is a Greek Revival-style church, constructed in 1842 and
thought to be designed by Nathaniel Rogers (see Appendix D: Table D-1; Figure D-1c,
Resource 4; and Figure D-70, Photo 104). The wood clapboard-clad structure has lonic
pilasters, pointed-arch windows, and retains its original spire.

e The Beebe Windmill (S/NR-Listed; Town of Southampton-designated) is located in the
village of Bridgehampton on the southeast corner of Ocean Avenue and Oak Street (a.k.a.
Hildreth Lane) (see Appendix D: Table D-1; Figure D-1c, Resource 5; and Figure D-67,
Photo 96). The windmill was constructed for Lester Beebe in Sag Harbor in 1820, and was
moved to Bridgehampton in 1837. The mill was moved twice more within Bridgehampton
before being situated in its current location in 1935 on property that was then part of the
Berwind Estate.

e The Captain Nathaniel Rogers House (a.k.a. the Hampton House; a.k.a. the Hopping
House) (S/NR-Listed; Town of Southampton-designated) is located at 2539 Montauk
Highway on the southeast corner of Bridgehampton village’s main intersection (see
Appendix D: Table D-1; Figure D-1c, Resource 6; and Figure D-66, Photo 92). It is a two-
story wood-frame Greek Revival-style mansion. Full-height lonic columns distinguish the
front facade. It was constructed in 1842 for Nathaniel Rogers, and was later run as the
Hampton House, a first-class hotel and boarding house.

POTENTIAL HISTORIC RESOURCES

Sixty (60) individual potential historic resources, two (2) potential historic districts, and one (1)
potential thematic grouping have been identified in the study area for this alternative. Further
information on these potential historic resources is provided in Appendix D, including tables
listing the resources (Tables D-2, D-3, and D-5), a map showing the locations of the resources
(Figures D-1 through D-3), and photographs and brief descriptions of the resources (Figures D-4
through D-80).

Potential historic districts located in the study area for this alternative include:

e Water Mill Historic District (described in the Long Island Rail Road Alternative section
above; also see Appendix D: Table D-3; Figure D-1b, Resource WMHD; and Figures D-32
through D-41).

e Bridgehampton Historic District (described in the Long Island Rail Road Alternative
section above; also see Appendix D: Table D-5; Figure D-1c, Resource BHHD; and Figures
D-44 through D-80).

The study area for this alternative also contains resources contributing to the Potato Barn
Thematic Grouping (described in Chapter 8 “Historic Resources™) (see Appendix D, Table D-2
[contributing resources are indicated with an asterisk]; photos and brief descriptions of the
resources are also provided in Appendix D).
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Direct Impacts

The Montauk Highway Alternative would not be expected to directly impact historic resources.
The proposed transmission line would run directly through the North Main Street Historic
District (S/NR-Listed; Village of Southampton-designated) along the railroad right-of-way and
the Bridgehampton Historic District (potential historic district) along Montauk Highway and the
Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike. In addition, multiple individual historic resources, one
additional historic district, and a thematic nomination, are located in the study area. Installation
of the new transmission line would not result in the demolition, physical destruction, or
alteration of historic resources.

In order to ensure that construction activities associated with the installation of the transmission
line would not cause inadvertent physical impacts to adjacent historic resources, LIPA would
prepare and implement a CPP in consultation with OPRHP for any architectural resources in
close proximity to the Montauk Highway Alternative construction.

Indirect Impacts

Where the transmission line is proposed overhead, including the small distance were there are no
poles, the project would result in changes to the height, size, and appearance of the poles along
the transmission line route. However, this change is expected to be minimal. With some
exceptions, the proposed poles would replace existing poles and would be spaced at the same
intervals as the existing poles. Furthermore, the new poles would be only 13-18 feet taller than
the existing poles and 6 inches thicker in diameter at the base than the existing poles, and would
be constructed of the same material (wood) as the existing poles. Therefore, there would be no
significant change in visual character and the settings of the resources, which presently exist in
context with the existing overhead transmission lines, would not be substantially altered.
Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative would not adversely impact visual, audible, or
atmospheric elements to a resource’s setting, nor would it eliminate publicly accessible views to
the resource.

At the end of each underground cable segment, an underground to overhead transition riser pole
would be installed where transitions are necessary. These wood riser poles are similar in
appearance to the existing and the proposed poles, but would require guy wires from the top of
each riser pole, which would run to the ground, about 25 to 40 feet from the pole (see Chapter 6,
“Visual Resources,” Figure 6-5). The proposed locations of these riser poles have not yet been
identified. LIPA would consult with OPRHP and the Town and Village of Southampton, as
appropriate, to identify sites, which would minimize and eliminate the potential for significant
adverse impacts to historic resources from the riser poles.

NATURAL RESOURCES

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Natural Resources Survey and Site Assessment

Much of the Montauk Highway Alternative consists primarily of “terrestrial cultural” vegetation
cover where the majority of the natural communities have been created and maintained by
humans. The study area consists primarily of a mixture of residential, commercial and
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agricultural land uses and some areas that have reverted to successional shrub/scrub or
woodlands. Very few unmodified natural communities exist within the study area directly
adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative, although communities with higher ecological
value do occur nearby, i.e. wetland areas and the Long Pond Greenbelt.

That portion of the study area within the hamlets of Bridgehampton and Water Mill are
comprised largely of developed impervious areas and open ornamental areas consisting of
planted and maintained street trees located between sidewalks and the street. The size of these
trees ranges from 3 inches to approximately 60 inches dbh. In many cases, trees are located
directly beneath existing power distribution lines. Residential portions of the corridor have large
trees bordering lawns at the street or sidewalk edge. Many of these residential areas are heavily
landscaped, often with tall hedgerows of California privet within or near the study area. In some
cases, homes are located close to the street edge.

Between more densely populated hamlet centers, open-ornamental residential and commercial
areas are intermixed with expanses of farmland. Particularly, from Flying Point Road to Snake
Hollow Road, there is a mixture of developed/open ornamental areas that are maintained by
businesses. Intermixed in this stretch, are large expanses of active agriculture fields with farm
stands and nurseries that border the study area.

Small pockets of un-maintained hedgerow and roadside thicket often separate the different land
use types mentioned above within the study area. These areas are nearly absent in town centers
and in the residential area bordering them. The majority of these un-maintained hedgerow and
roadside thicket areas can be found on Montauk Highway between Rose Hill Road and Snake
Hollow Road. Here some landscaped areas, homes, and businesses are present, but pockets of
natural areas are larger and occur more frequently than in other areas of the Montauk Highway
project area. This portion of the Montauk Highway Alternative is the least developed and has a
mixture of forest, un-maintained open areas, and roadside thicket communities predominately
comprised of non-native or early successional trees, shrubs, grasses, and forbs.

The second wetland is located just before Hayground Road on the eastern branch of Hayground
Cove. From Montauk Highway, only a culvert densely covered with roadside thicket is visible.
To the south, beyond the study area, dense impassible roadside thicket appears to dominate.

David Whites Lane to CR 39A (LIRR tracks)

This section directly can be characterized as roadside thicket with pockets of successional field.
The roadside thicket consists of sumac, black cherry, and sassafras trees with a heavy bay berry
shrub layer. Within the roadside thicket, there are patches where the canopy is dominated by one
species. For instance, a large patch of sassafras dominates the canopy on the north side just east
of David Whites Lane. Red cedar, goldenrods, yarrow, knapweeds, milkweed, and a variety of
grass species are common to the pockets of successional field.

CR 39A from LIRR to intersection of Montauk Highway (RT27)

This section was not field surveyed by foot due to changes in the project route that occurred after
the field visits had commenced. However, the AKRF field survey team did drive this section to
reach other project areas and can generally classify this section based on memory and aerial
photos.

Both sides of the road in this section can be described as containing open-landscaped vegetation
cover types with large sections of developed/impervious land cover where businesses have
constructed road-fronting parking lots. Medians separating the road from the parking lots are
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vegetated with ornamental plants commonly used for landscaping projects in the area. In some
areas, small patches of roadside thicket exist between business properties.

Montauk Highway: Flying Point Road to Head of Pond Road

The north and south sides of this segment can be characterized as open ornamental and mowed
roadside areas in front of businesses. Impervious surface cover is prevalent. In these areas
ornamental plantings include trees 30 inches or greater in diameter. Sycamore maple, red maple,
Norway maple, and Norway spruce are common. Some areas located along this stretch consist of
small patches of forested thicket. In addition, there are both active agriculture fields and
overgrown open fields along this stretch. Poles are located on the south side for the majority of
this stretch.

Montauk Highway/Cobb Road east to Deerfield Pond Road

This segment traverses the hamlet of Water Mill where Montauk Highway crosses over the Mill
Pond inlet. On the north side of Montauk Highway a privet separates the sidewalk from a slope
leading to Mill Pond occupied by Norway maple and locust. Small patches of roadside thicket
border the existing distribution line poles.

This segment can be characterized as open-landscaped and includes trees 20 inches or greater in
diameter as street/ornamental shade trees, including Norway maple, sycamore maple, and black
locust. The land cover type in Water Mill includes a high percentage of impervious surfaces with
small landscaped areas.

At the intersection of Little Cobb Road and Montauk Highway, the existing distribution line
poles switch from the south to the north side of the road.

Montauk Highway: Rose Road east to Snake Hollow Road

The south side of Montauk Highway at Rose Road to Snake Hollow Road has the least amount
of development of the Montauk Highway Alternative survey area. This section of the highway
can be characterized by a mixture of forested areas, successional fields, road side thicket,
wetlands, and active agricultural fields. Here some landscaped areas, homes, and businesses are
present, but pockets of natural areas are larger and occur more frequently than in other areas of
Montauk Highway project area. Overall, species composition for the area resembles that of other
stretches of the project area.

Montauk Highway crosses two wetland areas within this segment. Both wetlands are tributary to
Hayground Cove. Culverts convey surface water from forested wetland areas north of Montauk
Highway to Hayground Cove and Mecox Bay to the south.

Montauk Highway: Snake Hollow Road to Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike
(Bridgehampton)

This stretch of the Montauk Highway Alternative contains street trees ranging from 2 inches to
24 inches in diameter. Ornamental landscaping occurs where lawns are present. California privet
often provides a barrier between the sidewalk and the lawns. The same selection of street trees
has been planted in this section as in other areas of Montauk Highway.

Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike to LIRR

This section of the Montauk Highway Alternative can be classified as landscaped residential
areas with patches of forest and un-maintained roadside thicket. Woody species within the
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forested sections differ from those on Montauk Highway and are comprised of scarlet, white,
and pin oaks and sassafras in the overstory. The herbaceous layer resembles that of other areas
of the Montauk Highway Alternative. Some large trees (30 inches or greater in diameter) in both
landscaped and forested areas fall within the disturbance area of this segment

Wetland Resources

The Montauk Highway Alternative passes adjacent to several wetlands mapped by the NYSDEC
and NWI. As shown in Figure 17-13, these include freshwater forested, scrub shrub, emergent
and open water wetlands associated with Mill Pond (in the vicinity of Old Mill Road and Little
Cobb Road) mapped as New York State wetland SA-9; streams entering Hayground Cove (in
the vicinity of Scuttle Hole Road) mapped as New York State wetlands SA-9 and SA-89; Little
Long Pond/Kellis Pond (in the vicinity of Snake Hollow Road and Newlight Lane) mapped as
New York State wetland SA-7 and SA-5; wetlands at the southern end of Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike mapped as New York State Wetland SA-43; and wetlands just south of the
proposed Bridgehampton Substation Expansion Area mapped as New York State Wetland SA-
28. Those wetlands adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative within the Mill Pond and
Hayground Cove regions are tidally influenced, freshwater wetlands conveyed beneath the
roadway by culverts. Both are tributary to Mecox Bay and the Atlantic Ocean.

Wetlands adjacent to Montauk Highway and adjacent to Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike,
at the eastern end of the Montauk Highway Alternative, vary in their distance to the roadway.
Areas showing a predominance of hydrophytic (wetland) vegetation do approach the roadway at
a limited number of locations. However, existing poles for the current overhead transmission
lines along the Highway and Turnpike are located immediately adjacent to the roadway
pavement and typically within maintained (mowed) upland roadway berm. As such, the vast
majority of existing distribution line poles along the Montauk Highway Alternative are located
outside of wetland areas based on August 2007 site inspection.

Threatened and Endangered Species

A freshwater pond - Kellis Pond - occurs approximately 400 feet to the south of the Montauk
Highway Alternative. The New York State “endangered” creeping St. John’s wort (Hypericum
adpressum) is documented here from historic (1929) records of occurrence. This plant was not
seen in the footprint of disturbance adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative during August
2007 site inspection.

The Montauk Highway Alternative passes in close proximity to areas mapped as “coastal plain
pond shore” community by the NYNHP in the vicinity of the intersection of the Route 27 and
the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike. As described in detail in Chapter 9, “Natural
Resources,” this is a rare community known to contain several New York State-listed plant and
animal species. The plants identified within this habitat in proximity to the Montauk Highway
Alternative include rose coreopsis (Coreopsis rosea), creeping St. John’s wort (Hypericum
adpressum), clustered bluets (Oldenlandia uniflora), opelousa smartweed (Polygonum
hydropiperoides var. opelousanum), long-beaked beakrush (Rhynchospora scirpoides), and
toothcup (Rotala romasior). These are predominantly wetland plants not found in disturbed,
roadside habitats. None were seen within the proposed footprint of disturbance during August
2007 field inspections.

Records of occurrences of additional plants and animals listed by the NYNHP are known for the
Long Pond Greenbelt habitats, located east of the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, as
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explained in further detail in Chapter 9, “Natural Resources.” These are expected to occur well
away from any potential areas of disturbance adjacent to the Montauk Highway Alternative.

Lastly, all of the four Alternative Routes include the construction of a Bridgehampton Substation
Expansion. Two listed wetland plants - creeping St. John’s wort (Hypericum adpressum) and
opelousa smartweed (Polygonum hydropiperoides var. opelousanum) have been identified in the
region in proximity to the substation expansion area. Neither plant was identified within the
footprint of disturbance of the proposed substation expansion during August 2007 site
inspection.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Habitat and Natural Resources

The Montauk Highway Alternative is characterized by landscaped and maintained vegetation,
consisting of ornamental trees and herbaceous vegetation, hedgerows, and lawns offering
minimal resources for wildlife (i.e., birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians). The relatively
small disturbance zone (~10 feet or less on either side of existing overhead line and within
existing paved roadway for underground line placement) would result in little or no change to
the existing terrestrial habitats, and is not likely to result in an overall degradation of critical
habitat for commonly occurring species.

Mature trees bordering the corridor may be subject to removal of the tree and/or branches
overhanging existing lines. The street trees would be inspected by a licensed arborist or trained
horticulturalist before final project design to assess which trees would require trimming or other
special protection provisions. These provisions for special construction techniques would be
integrated into the Contract Bid documents. Any special conditions would be closely observed
and best management practices would be integrated into the project design. Conservation
strategies to reduce impact to wildlife in upland areas, such as design to maximize connectivity
between forested uplands and wetlands, would be implemented during project installation.
Maintenance for the overhead lines would consist of tree trimming every 3 to 7 years. None of
the activities are expected to have a significant adverse impact.

Construction of the Montauk Highway Alternative would occur primarily in previously
disturbed areas (i.e., along open-ornamental habitats, roadways). This project would not
represent a substantial additive impact on the connectivity of adjacent ecological communities.
Therefore, the proposed project, whether constructed as overhead lines or underground, would
not constitute a new or detrimental barrier to wildlife habitats or wildlife movements and would
not have any significant adverse impacts.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The Montauk Highway Alternative passes in close proximity to areas mapped as “coastal plain
pond shore” community by the NYNHP adjacent to the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike.
Several New York State-listed plant species are known to occur here. These are predominantly
wetland plants not found in disturbed, roadside habitats. None were observed within the
proposed footprint of disturbance during August 2007 field inspections. Nevertheless, these
wetland areas occur in close proximity to the roadway adjacent to the Montauk Highway
Alternative.
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The New York State endangered Eastern tiger salamander breeds in ephemeral wetlands and
disperses through upland forested habitat. It is known to occur east of the Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike. The existing roadway acts as a barrier to Eastern tiger salamander movement.
Installation of the proposed project along the Montauk Highway Alternative is not expected to
produce a negative impact to Eastern tiger salamander habitat directly, either by wetland or
upland forest lost, or indirectly by acting as a new barrier to animal movement and migration.

Animal exclusion fencing in proximity to known or suspected eastern tiger salamander breeding
areas would be used, which would avoid any significant adverse impacts on the eastern tiger
salamander. Supplemental surveys for Eastern tiger salamander habitat would be conducted if
this alternative is selected. If suitable habitat is found, the route would be adjusted to avoid that
habitat. Therefore, no significant adverse impacts to threatened or endangered species are
expected.

Wetland Resources

Areas of mapped wetlands in proximity to the Montauk Highway Alternative that may require
New York State and federal wetland permits include:

o Mill Pond/Mill Creek and northern reaches of Hayground Cove (SA-9)
o Little Long Pond (SA-5)
o Kellis Pond (SA-7)

The Army Corps of Engineers and NYSDEC regulate disturbances to freshwater wetlands. Work
near wetlands would be done in accordance with conditions of a NYSDEC General Permit
issued to Keyspan. The General Permit authorizes KeySpan to perform minor utility install,
repair, and maintenance activities in the adjacent areas of tidal wetlands, freshwater wetlands,
and Wild and Scenic Rivers. These activities include the installation of poles with overhead
cables, and trenching in the adjacent area. The General Permit also authorizes drilling under
wetlands as long as the entry and exit points are in the adjacent area and the wetlands are not
disturbed. KeySpan is allowed to use this General Permit for LIPA projects. LIPA would
coordinate with NYSDEC on wetland and rare species—related issues. Special precautions during
the removal of the existing poles and replacement of poles near wetland areas would avoid any
impacts to sensitive ecological habitats and associated species. No new poles would be installed
within wetlands, and the new poles would be no closer to wetland areas than the existing poles.
Wetland impacts would be avoided by siting transmission line poles outside of regulated areas.
Underground installation of the transmission line would avoid wetland impacts by directional
drilling to avoid any activities within the wetlands. Therefore, no significant adverse impacts
would occur to wetlands.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

INTRODUCTION

This section assesses the possibility that hazardous materials may be found in soil or
groundwater on-site and evaluates the potential impacts associated with the installation of power
lines along the Montauk Highway. To identify potential sources of hazardous materials, a
limited Phase | ESA was performed in August 2007. The scope of the limited Phase | ESA
included an environmental database search of categories that are consistent with current industry
standards, including ASTM E1527-05 (though search radii for off-site properties were modified
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given the extent of the study area and its location). The hazardous materials study included the
following: a review of available records and historical maps and aerial photographs to determine
previous on-site and adjacent land uses, a site reconnaissance and general characterization from
public rights-of-way, evaluation of regulatory compliance, and a determination of the need for
further investigations to identify and quantify potential contamination and related liabilities.
Some areas of the corridor were inaccessible from the public rights-of-way at the time of the
Phase | site inspection.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Results of the limited Phase | ESA are summarized in Table F-5, provided in Appendix F. The
“Village underground option” being considered for the western end of the route is summarized
in Table F-2 provided in Appendix F. At the time of the site visit, the project site consisted of an
approximately 9.1 miles long corridor of mixed-use land along the LIRR tracks. The project site
comprises a combination of agricultural land, residential dwellings, the Sag Harbor Landfill at
the eastern end of the Montauk Route Alternative, and commercial facilities including dry
cleaners, automotive repair facilities, and gasoline filling stations. In addition, LIPA substations
are present at both ends of the subject site (the Southampton and Bridgehampton Substations).
The woodland area north-adjacent to the Bridgehampton Substation is designated as part of an
active shooting range/area where shells and casings were observed on the ground.

Historic aerial photographs from 1955, 1966, 1978, 1984, and 1996 were reviewed to determine
historic on-site and surrounding area usage. The photographs indicated that in 1955, the
Montauk Route Alternative corridor was primarily agricultural and residential in nature.
Commercial properties were present at the western end of the Montauk Route Alternative as
early as 1955. The Sag Harbor Landfill was present as early as 1955. Increasingly more
commercial facilities were present in the later photographs, including automotive repair facilities
and gasoline filling stations.

Historic Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps were reviewed to determine historic on-site and
surrounding area usage. Maps were available for a portion of Southampton from 1895, 1902,
1909, 1926, 1932, 1945, and 1964. Maps were available for a portion of Bridgehampton for
1920, 1931, and 1947. Therefore, only a portion of the route was identified on the available
maps. The maps indicated that the Montauk Route Alternative corridor was primarily
agricultural and residential in nature. A coal yard at the eastern end of the Montauk Route
Alternative was present as early as 1895. A coal yard at the western end of the Montauk Route
Alternative was present as early as 1931. A company producing fertilizer also appeared in 1931
at the western end of the Montauk Route Alternative. By 1926, more commercial properties
were present at the western end of the Montauk Route Alternative, including automotive repair
facilities and gasoline filling stations.

A review of regulatory records indicated that the Montauk Route Alternative corridor contains
numerous Hazardous Waste Generators / Transporters, Hazardous Material Spills, underground
storage tanks (USTs), and Petroleum Bulk Storage Sites, which are summarized in Table F-5,
provided in Appendix F. The complete Toxics Targeting Environmental Report is included in
Appendix F. The ESA identified the following potential classes/sources of contaminated
materials at various sites in the Montauk Route Alternative corridor:

¢ Volatile organic compounds (VOCs).
o Semivolatile organic compounds (SVOCs).
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o Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).

e Metals.

e Pesticides, herbicides, and rodenticides.
o Fuel oil and gasoline storage tanks.

e Historic coal yards.

e Fill materials of unknown origin.

e Asbestos.

e Lead-based paint.

e Rail Road Tracks.

A description of these sources or contaminated materials is provided in Chapter 10, “Hazardous
Materials.”

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Given the history of this area, extensive contamination of the soil or the groundwater is unlikely.
Nevertheless, localized pockets of contamination could exist within the Direct Route Alternative
corridor. Excavation and construction activities could disturb these hazardous materials and
increase pathways for human exposure. In the areas where power lines would be installed
underground, the need for soil disturbance would be greater. Therefore, the potential for
exposure to subsurface contaminants in these areas would also be greater. The potential for
adverse impacts due to the presence of subsurface contamination would be avoided by ensuring
that construction activities are performed in accordance with outlined for the Direct Route
Alternative in Chapter 10, “Hazardous Materials.”

With the implementation of these protocols, no significant adverse impacts related to hazardous
materials would result from demolition and/or construction activities related to the Montauk
Highway Alternative. Following construction, there would be no further potential for significant
adverse impacts.

INFRASTRUCTURE

EXISTING CONDITIONS

There is an existing distribution line located along most of the Montauk Highway Alternative.
With the exception of stormwater runoff from the existing substations, the Montauk Highway
Alternative location does not currently utilize water supply, solid waste, or energy. Water supply
treatment, solid waste, energy, and emergency management in the area have been described in
detail in Chapter 11, “Infrastructure,” and are applicable to the Montauk Highway Alternative
study area.

Various portions of the Montauk Highway Alternative in the vicinity of Mill Pond, Mecox Bay,
Hayground Cove, Little Long Pond, and Kellis Pond are located within hurricane storm surge
inundation zones 1 through 4 (see Figure 17-17). The zones correspond to hurricane categories,
which are defined in Chapter 11, “Infrastructure,” of this EIS and indicate the areas that are
expected to experience flooding during a hurricane event. As shown in Figure 17-17, the
Montauk Highway Alternative Route would be flooded to various degrees, within discrete areas
between Cobb and Station Roads and between Rose Hill and Hayground Roads, depending on

17-139 December 2007



Southampton to Bridgehampton Transmission Line
and Expansion of Bridgehampton Substation Project

the hurricane event (i.e., Category 1 to Category 4). Montauk Highway has been designated as a
critical corridor for regional evacuation during a natural disaster event requiring evacuation, see
Figure 17-18. Additionally, along Montauk Highway there is a designated emergency shelter
located at 585 Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike (Bridgehampton Community Center). See
Chapter 11, “Infrastructure,” for more detail on critical corridors and emergency shelters.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

The Montauk Highway Alternative would not create an additional demand on the existing water
supply system, and individual septic systems. This alternative, similar to all alternative routes,
would generate minimal solid waste, which would be handled by commercial carters and
therefore, would not have significant effect on solid waste management within the Town.

This alternative would, however, provide additional energy to the area, which would have a
positive effect on energy supply.

The Montauk Highway Alternative would be constructed along an identified critical corridor
that may be used during any emergency situation where evacuation is ordered. There is potential
for a severe storm to cause damage to the new poles that could limit access along the roadway.
This type of event may potentially create an adverse impact to emergency management in the
region by restricting evacuation. However, as discussed in Chapter 11, “Infrastructure,” all
structures would be constructed with materials that would be able to withstand a Category 3
hurricane, an improvement over existing conditions. Furthermore, LIPA has a designated
emergency response system in place for situations in which emergency management issues may
arise. Although the route would be located along an identified critical corridor (Montauk
Highway), neighboring roadways would also likely be utilized for evacuation purposes. In fact,
neighboring roadways are located within the storm surge zones in less frequency than Montauk
Highway. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative, similar to the Direct Route Alternative,
is not expected to result in significant adverse infrastructure impacts.

GROUNDWATER AND SURFACE WATER RESOURCES

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Chapter 12, “Groundwater and Surface Water Resources,” provides an in depth description of
groundwater conditions within this area of the Town of Southampton and thus, should be
referred to in relation to area wide conditions. This section only provides information on
groundwater and surface water conditions where they differ from those that were presented in
Chapter 12, “Groundwater and Surface Water Resources.”

Geologic Conditions

The regional geologic conditions are described in detail in Chapter 12, “Groundwater and
Surface Water Resources.” As shown on Figure 17-19, the geological cross-section for the area
in the vicinity of the Montauk Highway Alternative is similar to the LIRR Route Alternative.

Soils

The dominant soil class found along the Montauk Highway Alternative is BgA, which comprises
about 36 percent of the route. BgA soils are primarily found along the southern and central
portions of the route as well as along the eastern segment, south of the LIRR tracks. Other
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dominant soils include PIA, HaA, HaB, PIB, and He. Table 17-17 presents the soils found along
the Montauk Highway Alternative.

Table 17-17
Soils Along the Montauk Highway Alternative
Soil Class Soil Description
At Atsion sand
BgA Bridgehampton silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes
BgB Bridgehampton silt loam, 2-6 percent slopes
Bm Bridgehampton silt loam, graded
CpA Carver and Plymouth sands, 0-3 percent slopes
CpC Carver and Plymouth sands, 3-15 percent slopes
CpE Carver and Plymouth sands, 15-35 percent slopes
CuB Cut and fill land, gently sloping
HaA Haven loam, 0-2 percent slopes
HaB Haven loam, 2-6 percent slopes
HaC Haven loam, 6-12 percent slopes
He Haven loam, thick surface layer
PIA Plymouth loamy sand, 0-3 percent slopes
PIB Plymouth loamy sand, 3-8 percent slopes
RdA Riverhead sandy loam, 0-3 percent slopes
RdB Riverhead sandy loam, 3-8 percent slopes
RhB Riverhead and Haven soils, graded, 0 to 8 percent slopes
Sources:  Soil Survey of Suffolk County, New York, USDA Soil Conservation Service, April 1975.

Groundwater Conditions

Similar to the Direct Route Alternative, Existing Line, and the LIRR Route Alternatives, the
Montauk Highway Alternative is located south of the groundwater divide. Topography along the
Montauk Highway Alternative ranges from 10 to 100 feet above MSL, see Figure 17-20.
According to the SCWA, the water table in the vicinity of the Montauk Highway Alternative
ranges from 5 to 20 feet above MSL. Therefore, the approximate depth to groundwater ranges
from 5 to 80 feet above MSL.

The Montauk Highway Alternative is not located within the South Fork SGPA.

Surface Waters

There are numerous surface water bodies and wetlands in the vicinity of the LIRR Route
Alternative including Mill Pond, Long Pond, Little Long Pond, Kellis Pond, Crooked Pond and
Long Pond. A detailed discussion on wetlands and surface waters is provided above under
Natural Resources.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Generally, most of the soils found along the Montauk Highway Alternative have slight
limitations with regards to the construction of pipelines, paths and trails, streets and parking lots
and home sites. However, there are soils present that have moderate to severe development
limitations. As stated for the Direct Route and Existing Line Alternatives, moderate and severe
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soil limitations do not in themselves create significant adverse environmental impacts but may
require additional site preparation and engineering and cause a need for increased maintenance
requirements.

Similar to the Direct Route Alternative, it is not expected that the Montauk Highway Alternative
would have a significant adverse impact on geology, soils, and groundwater or surface water
resources. Depending on the exact locations selected along the route, directional drilling may be
required under some wetlands to avoid significant adverse impacts.

See Chapter 12, “Groundwater and Surface Water Resources,” and Chapter 15, “Construction,”
for specific project elements regarding stormwater runoff and erosion control measures proposed
as part of the project. Similar measures would be required for both the Direct Route and
Montauk Highway Alternatives.

TRAFFIC/AIR QUALITY/NOISE

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Traffic Accident Data

As noted above, the 2004 Transportation Element includes a ranking of the 15 highest accident
locations in the Town of Southampton, based on data collected between January 2002 and
October 2003. Three of the 15 locations are within the vicinity of both the Montauk Highway
and LIRR Route Alternatives. Table 17-12 above provides information regarding traffic crashes
at these locations.

KeySpan’s records of traffic accidents involving utility poles are described above under
“Existing Line Alternative.”

Tables G-5 and G-6 in Appendix G present accident data by type for major intersections and
links in the vicinity of the Montauk Highway Alternative, as well as the LIRR Route Alternative,
for the most recent 3-year period for which data is available from NYSDOT (July 1, 2004 — June
30, 2007). As noted in Table G-6, the accident recorded on Seven Ponds Towd Road from
Lower Seven Ponds and Upper Seven Ponds Roads to Edge of Woods Road is not within the
vicinity of the Montauk Highway Alternative. With the exception of this accident, all others
occurred within the vicinity of both alternatives. The tables indicate a total of 257 accidents
within the vicinity of the Montauk Highway Alternative during the analysis period, of which 136
occurred at intersections and 121 occurred on road segments between intersections. See “LIRR
Route Alternative” above for analysis of NYSDOT accident data applicable to the Montauk
Highway Alternative.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

Traffic

The Montauk Highway Alternative would not affect traffic circulation, and the only new vehicle
trips would be for periodic maintenance along the route. This small number of vehicle trips
would not result in any significant adverse impacts. With the exception of one approximately
2,000-foot long area within Water Mill, existing distribution poles are located along the entire
Montauk Highway Alternative. This alternative would generally replace preexisting distribution
lines and therefore would not result in a substantial change in the proportion of traffic accidents
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involving utility poles. Further, between 2004 and 2007, only a minor proportion (fewer than 2
percent) of accidents at major intersections and links in the vicinity of the Montauk Highway
Alternative involved light supports/utility poles. Since the Montauk Highway Alternative would
largely replace existing poles, it is anticipated that this alternative would not materially alter the
proportion of accidents where lighting and/or utility poles are involved. The Montauk Highway
Alternative would not have a significant adverse impact on public policies related to
transportation and would not interfere with future development of new transportation projects. In
the event of widening of Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 between Flying Point Road (CR
39A) and Town Line Road, similar to all transportation improvement projects, it is expected that
the appropriate agency would coordinate with LIPA before construction and installation of the
project. Further, it is not expected that this road widening project would be under construction at
the same time as the Montauk Highway Alternative. The foregoing conclusions would apply to
the entire transmission line including portions that are aboveground or below ground.

Air Quality

The Montauk Highway Alternative would not involve the addition of any new stationary sources
of emissions. Further, the new transmission line would maintain air quality, as it would help
reduce use of combustion turbines on the East End. With regard to mobile source emissions, this
alternative would not generate a significant number of new vehicle trips, as noted above, and
therefore would not result in any significant adverse impacts on air quality.

Noise

The Montauk Highway Alternative would not involve the addition of new transformers at
substations, nor would it involve the addition of any other new stationary sources of noise. This
alternative would generate an inconsequential number of vehicle trips. Therefore, similar to the
Direct Route Alternative, this alternative would not result in a significant increase in noise levels
due to mobile or stationary sources.

ELECTRIC AND MAGNETIC FIELDS

See Chapter 14, “Electric and Magnetic Fields,” for a complete discussion this issue. In general,
similar to the Direct Route Alternative, long-term magnetic field exposures in nearby residences
with the proposed 69 kV transmission line, with the Montauk Highway Alternative, would be
expected to be much the same as they are now, well below New York State regulatory levels,
and below levels that would most experts believe would pose any increase in health risk.

CONSTRUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Chapter 15, “Construction” provides a detailed description of the construction methods that
would be used to install the new transmission lines. The same construction methods would be
used for the Montauk Highway Alternative as for the Direct Route Alternative.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE MONTAUK HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE

The potential impacts of the Montauk Highway Alternative would be similar to those for the
Direct Route Alternative, except for traffic.

The traffic on the Montauk Highway is far greater than the traffic on the roadways that the
Direct Route Alternative would traverse. It is likely that the traffic disruptions that are expected
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to occur during construction of the Montauk Highway Alternative would affect more people than
would the construction of the Direct Route Alternative. In addition, the traffic delays are
expected to last longer.

More traffic control personnel would be needed during the construction period to minimize
delays and more construction may occur during non-peak hours. In addition, the construction
activity may be intensified with more crews working to shorten the construction period and
cause fewer overall delays, although the delays may be longer. These delays are not considered
to be significant adverse impacts because they are limited in duration and would occur only over
a period of a few months.

Similar to the Direct Route Alternative, no significant adverse impacts are expected from the
construction of the Montauk Highway Alternative.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

DELINIATION OF STUDY AREA, IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE AREAS, AND ANALYSIS OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL BURDENS

The study area for this EJ analysis was defined to include all census block groups substantially
within one mile of the Montauk Highway Alternative corridor, or the area where any potential
impacts resulting from the Montauk Highway Alternative could occur. Where census block
groups were not substantially captured by the 1-mile study area, but included portions of the
Montauk Highway Alternative corridor, those census block groups were also included in the
analysis. As a result, the study area for this EJ analysis incorporates a substantially larger area
than could actually be affected by the potential impacts of the Montauk Highway Alternative,
but nevertheless serves as the basis for a conservative analysis. Figure 17-59 depicts the ten
census block groups in the environmental justice study area for the Montauk Highway
Alternative. These are the same as for the LIRR Route Alternative EJ study area, described
above. As such, the same population and economic characteristics that applied to the LIRR
Route Alternative EJ study area also apply to the Montauk Highway Alternative EJ study area.

CT 1907.04 BG 3 is the only census block group within the Montauk Highway Alternative EJ
study area that is considered a potential community of concern for environmental justice, as
shown in Figure 17-59. This block group includes a minority population totaling 41.7 percent
(see Table 17-13).

Similarly, the same existing environmental burdens that applied to the LIRR Route Alternative
EJ study area also apply to the Montauk Highway Alternative EJ study area. In summary, the
study area is not considered to be overburdened by sources of pollution or types of uses similar
to the one proposed.

ANALYSIS OF THE POTENTIAL FOR ADVERSE IMPACTS

The technical analyses included in this chapter analyze the potential impacts of the project
alternatives, including the Montauk Highway Alternative, in combination with conditions
expected in the surrounding area in the future without the project, including the existing
environmental burdens presented above. These analyses therefore consider the cumulative, or
combined, effects of the Montauk Highway Alternative together with the baseline condition,
which includes other sources of pollution and similar facility types in the study area. This is
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consistent with the requirements of NYSDEC’s environmental justice policy, which notes that
under existing regulations, NYSDEC must consider other sources of pollution or similar facility
types in order to establish the baseline conditions against which project impacts will be assessed.

The analyses performed for all impact analysis areas demonstrated that there would not be any
potential significant adverse impacts from operation or construction of the Montauk Highway
Alternative. As discussed above, potential construction impacts related to hazardous materials
would be avoided by following a series of safety protocols. Potential impacts associated with
construction would be temporary and therefore are not considered significant. Moreover,
mitigation measures would be in place to minimize these impacts. Therefore, the Montauk
Highway Alternative would not pose any additional significant burden on the minority and low-
income populations within the study area.

CONCLUSIONS ON DISPROPORTIONATE ADVERSE IMPACTS

In summary, the study area as a whole is not considered a potential environmental justice area.
Approximately 84 and 95 percent of the study area is made up of non-minority and non-low-
income populations, respectively. While the study area includes one minority community—CT
1907.04 BG 3 in the northeastern portion of the study area—this community would not be
adversely affected by construction or operation of the Montauk Highway Alternative, based on a
review of the technical analyses included in this chapter. As noted above, the Montauk Highway
Alternative would not result in significant adverse impacts on the surrounding communities
during construction or operation. This conclusion considers the potential for cumulative impacts
from the Montauk Highway Alternative in conjunction with other similar facilities located in the
area. Therefore, the Montauk Highway Alternative is not expected to result in any
disproportionate significant adverse impacts on minority or low-income populations. Moreover,
as discussed in Chapter 16, “Environmental Justice,” the project includes an extensive public
outreach program to the affected communities, including minority and low-income populations
in the study area, providing these groups with ample opportunity to have any of their concerns
addressed. *
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